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 Hands-On English with Linking BlocksÊ is a multisensory grammar 
curriculum that uses color-coded blocks that allow students to build      

simple sentences and progress to complex ones. These easy tools allow 
for an infinite number of word and phrase combinations, making them    

effective for all age groups.  
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Hands-On English with Linking BlocksÊ is a foundational course for teaching  
grammar. A more robust teaching technique than pen and paper, it can be used 
as a classroom intervention tool. These resources are intended for students 
who have already attained basic vocabulary, but need assistance on word     
order for writing and communication. Using this program as an enhancement 
helps to engage the multiple senses of individuals for better retention. 
 
 
Words fit together in predictable, patterned ways to build rigid structures called   
sentences. Hands-On English with Linking BlocksÊ builds sentence structures    
using blocks. Colors are assigned to these blocks to represent each part of 
speech. In this way, the student can better see the structural patterns that exist 
within English sentences.  

 
 

Next, the color patterns of the most common sentence structures are taught. 
This method introduces a new way to learn English! As the student manipulates 
tangible, three-dimensional objects that represent words, certain principles of 
the language become evident in ways that are obscure or unnoticed in a two-
dimensional study on paper. Furthermore, some students who are challenged 
with normal pen and paper learning will readily grasp a more visual, object-
based presentation. In either case, we will all enjoy a surprising and interesting 
look at the English language. 
 
 
Hands-On English with Linking BlocksÊ provides simple techniques to help 
teachers guide students to grammar excellence using fun linking blocks. This 
interactive system can teach anyone how to write and speak English. 
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Developer  
Linking Blocks Partners, LLC.  
3904 S Walnut St. 
Bloomington, IN 47401 
Email: orders@linkingblocks.com. 
Website: www.LinkingBlocks.com  
Telephone: (812) 202-0822 

 
 

Scope of use  
Hands-On English with Linking BlocksÊ is designed to be used as a foundational course for 
teaching grammar. This intervention is an enhancement to engage the multisenses of individuals for 
better retention. It is a more robust teaching technique than pen and paper. The scope of use for this 
product can be used in various situations: general literacy, remediation, learning disabled, English 
Language programs, adult literacy, and as part of response to intervention initiatives. 
 

 Key Points Linking Blocks Teaches  
 1. The parts of speech  
 2. Word functions within sentences  
 3. Sentence syntax  
 4. Direct, explicit instruction  
 5. Multisensory techniques  
 6. A three dimensional domain  
 7. Repetition and reinforcement  
 8. Practical applications for writing  
 9. Understanding structure and style 
10. Effective oral and written communication 

 
 

Research  
Supportive research can be found in the following document titled ñResearch Summary.ò This 
research focuses on these areas of classroom instruction: modeling, manipulation, systems of 
visualization and patterns, dictation, and writing. 
 

 
Extent of Evidence  

Supportive evidence includes research on these focus areas of classroom instruction from various 
studies and testimonials, as well as student and teacher reported results. 
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Teaching  

Hands-On English with Linking BlocksÊ is an innovative, multisensory program for teaching English 
grammar. Students learn the parts of speech and sentence structure by color. They manipulate 
colored three-dimensional blocks to create and revise sentences. 
 

Effective ways to reach students includes engaging them and having them learn by doing. This type 
of teaching style uses tactile or kinesthetic methods to help students make models of concepts. 
Students with any learning style can use manipulatives, but they help kinesthetic learners 
understand concepts and objectives. Some students cannot succeed by listening to lectures or 
reading information from a book. They need to touch manipulatives, actively role play, or listen to 
music in order to create a system of learning that works for them. 
 
 
 

Authors  
John Menken earned a B.S. in English at Indiana State University. He has taught high school 
English in public and private schools, designed and taught English courses for home school 
students, and has been a technical writer, editor, and workshop presenter. He is author of the Hands
-On English with Linking BlocksÊ series. 
 
Beverly Menken earned her B.A. in English at Indiana University and is a certified reading instructor. 
She has taught elementary and high school English in classrooms, home school co-ops, and parent 
workshops. She has special training in teaching children with learning difficulties. 
 
John and Beverly operate their own learning center in Machesney Park, IL, where they enjoy 
teaching in a multisensory, hands-on fashion that makes English understandable and enjoyable.  
 

 

 

Cost  
Hands-On English with Linking BlocksÊ is a robust multisensory product with supportive research- 
based books, workbooks, teacher demonstration supplies, and student manipulatives. 
(Supplementary materials are available; See pages 8-9 for details.) 
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 Program Books and Multisensory Products  

 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ 
The heart of Hands-On English with Linking Blocks instruction, 
this thorough resource offers a wealth of teaching ideas and 
suggested dialog. $69 

 
Student Workbook                                                                   

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ 

with practice activities, writing applications, and mastery tests. 

$39                                                                                                                                                                  

Prescriptions for Good Grammar                                           

This book skillfully prescribes remedies for common composition 

errors, and uses Hands-On English with Linking Blocks to 

visualize those remedies. Self tests give students immediate 

feedback. $27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Hands-hƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛƴƪƛƴƎ .ƭƻŎƪǎϰ {Ŝǘ  
Comprehensive set includes Hands-On English with Linking 
Blocks Kit, Teacher`s Manual, Flash Cards, Part of Speech Songs 
CD, and Poster. $174 

 

 

 

Hands on English with Linking BlocksÊ Kit  

Multisensory kit includes 50 Linking Blocks; Word, 

Function, Part of Speech Cards; and Foam Links; Carrying 

Case. $89 

 

 

 

Teacherôs Demo Set  

Set includes 18 large Magnetic Blocks (perfect for 

demonstrating from the board); Foam Links; and Carrying 

Case. $75 
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Part of Speech Songs CD  
Favorite childhood melodies with Hands-On English with 

Linking Blocks lyrics help younger students retain lessons. 

$9 

 
Parts of Speech Poster  
This large, full-color poster shows the 10 block colors, 

names their part of speech, and tells the function that each 

may play within a sentence. $3 

 
 
Word, Function, & Part of Speech Cards  
Preprinted cards fit into slots on linking blocks. A blank card 

template lets you expand the vocabulary of your block set 

to make it age and ability appropriate. $9 

 
 
Flash Cards  
Give students a quick and fun way to review parts of 

speech and typical constructions. $12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


